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OMAR KHAYYAm, 



A8TE0N0MEB-POET OP PERSIA. 



Ohab EBATTix WM boTD tt N^aiihipir in Kbonut^ 
in the Utter half of our Berentii, Mid died witiiin the Hist 
Quarter of our Twelfth, Cmtuiy. The ilender Stoiy of hii 
Life it cnrioQily twined sboat tiut of two othen rerj oonri- 
derftble Kgnrei in tiieir Time aad Coimtxj : one of them, 
Hasan al Babbih, whoae Terf ITame him lengthan'd down to 
lu aa a terrible Bjuaajm for Minder ; tud the otiier (who 
also t«lla the Stoiy of all Three) ITixAin al Hnlk, Tisjr to 
Alp the Idon and Malik Shab, Bon and Gnrndaon of Tog- 
hml Beg the Tartar, who had wreetod FeiBui from the fee- 
ble Suocewor of Uahmdd the Qieat, and fbimded that Set 
jokian Dpatlbf which Anally ronaed Europe into the Oro- 
■adea. This N'oim al Hulk, in his Wa»gat—ar JJBttamaU 
— whidi he wrote and loft as a Memorial for future Btate»- 
men— reUtei the following, ai quoted in the Calcutta Be>Tiew, 
No. 80, from SGikhond't Hiator; of the A^aawini. 

A » 
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ir OK At keittIic, 

" ' One of the greatest of tbe win men of KhonuBan waa 

* the Imim Howafiak of NaiBbipur, a man bigUjr honoured 
' and reTerenced,<~may God rpjoice hia aouli his lUuBtrious 
' jeam exceeded eighty-five, and it waa the tmirenal belief 
' that erery boy irbo read the Koran or itudied the tradi- 
' tions in hia presence, would aaauredly attain to honour and 
' bappioesB. For this cause did m^ father aend me &om 
' Tfis to Ifaishjipur with Abd-u-samad, the doctor of law, 
' that I might employ myself in study and learning under 
' the guidance of that iUaatriona teacher. Towarda me he 
' ever turned an eye of favour and kindness, and aa his pupil 
' I felt for him extreme affection and devotion, so that I 
' passed four years in his service. When I first came thne, 
' I found two other pupils of mine own age newiy wrived, 

< Hakim Omar Khayy&m, and the ill-fated Ben SabbU. 
' Both were endowed with eharpneas of wit and the highest 

* natural powers ; and we three formed u cloae friendahip 

* togetbw. When tbe Im^ roae from bis lectures, they 
' used to join me, and we repeated to eaeb other tbe lessons 

< we had heard. STow Omar was » native of Nusb^Mir, 
' while Hasan Ben Sabbah'a lather was one Ali, a man of 
' austere life and practice, bat heretical in his creed and 
' doctrine. One day Hasan said to me and to Kbayy&m, ' It 
' is a oniveraal bdief that tbe pupila of the ImAm Moivafikk 
' will attain to fortune. Now, even If we oU do not attain 
' thereto, without doubt one of us will ; what then ahall be 
■our mutual pledge and bondP' We answered 'Be it 
' wbat you please.' ■ Wdl,' he aaid, ' let us make a vow, 
' that to vhomaoever this fortune fidla, be ahall share it 
' easily with tbe rest, and reserve no prv-eminence fiw him- 
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' idf.' ' Be it K),* we hoth replied, uid en tiieae termi w« 

* matoalljr pledged oar words. Tean rolled on, ind I went 

* from KhonauD to Tmuoxiuu, and wandered to Ohami 
' and Cabal; and when I returned, I was inTeated with 
' office, and roae to be administrator of afiira during the 
' SoJtanate of Saltan Alp Ar«Un.' " 

" He goea on to atate, that jean paaaed bj, and both hia 
old •chool-friends found hint out, and came and oUimed » 
share in hia good fortune, according to tite sohool-d^ tow. 
The Tizitt waa generooa and kept hia word. Hasan d^ 
uanded a place in thegoremmeDt, which the Bnltan granted 
at the Tisier's request ; but discontented with a gradual 
rise, he plonged into the msse of intrigue of an tnrieotal 
coarl> and, ftiling in a base attempt to aupplant hia bene- 
fitetor, he was disgraced and fell. After many miahapa and 
wanderings, Hasan became the bead of the Peraisn sect of 
the JmaJIuMM,— a party of Cuiatics who had long murmured 
in obscurity, but rose to an evil eminence under tiie guidance 
ot hia strong and eril wilL lu A. B. 1090, be seized the 
castle of ALuntU, in the prorince of B&dbar, which lies in 
tiie mountainous tract, south of the Caqtian sea ; and it was 
from this mountain home he obtained that eril oetebrity 
among the Crusaders as the OLD MAN OF THE MOUlf. 
TAIN'S, and spread terror tbrou^ the Mohammedan worid ; 
and it is yet disputed whether the word J—auin, which 
they hsve left in the language of ntodern Europe aa their 
daA memorial, is derived from the huJuiM, or opiate of 
hemp-leaves (the Indisn hhang,') with which tbey msddened 
tiwmsdTes to Uie sullen pitch of oriental desperation, or from 
tbenaneof the founder of the djna*^, whom w« have Men 
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m fail quiet odkgUte dtyi, kt Nniih^por. Onet^Uieoouiit- 
IsH TJetiflu of (be AuMnn's dagger wu JVuibn-nl-Miilk 
IniiiMlt the old eduMl-boy Mend." 

* Onur Shajjim iIm cune to the ViEier to oliim hit 
dwH} but not to uk for titls or offioe. * l%e greatest boon 
' 70B eaa. con&r on me,' he wmi, '» to let me lire in » 
' eonwr tmder ^» ■hodoir of jonr finioDek to spreid wide 
' Ilia ftdnntigei of Sctenoe, •nd pnj for ^onr long Ii& lad 
' ^ oeperity.' Tb» Tixier telli tu, thal^ when he foond 
Oiur wu teell; nnoera in his nfiuali he press e d him no 
further, bat gnmted him a jtaaij pension of 1,200 mitkUlt 
of goldi from the traasoTT' i^Naish^mr." 

" At Nsiahipnr thus lired snd died Omar KhsTyim, 
' busied,' adds the Tisier, ' in winning knowlec^ of erety 
' kind, and especial^ in Astronomy, wherein he attained to a 

* Tety high prs'^minence. Under the Sultanate of Malik 
' Bhah, he oame to Merr, and obtained great praise for his 
' profidency in soenoe, and the Snltan showered faToors 

• upon him.' " 

" When Malik Bhah determined to reftnm the calendari 
Omar was one of the eight learned men enploj^ to do it i 
the result was the JaUU era, (so called from JaUil^Uiiii, 
one of the king's names,) — 'a oomputation of tim^' Myi 
Gibbon, ' which smpasaes the JnUan, and approaches the 
' accuracy of the Qregorian style.' He is also the anther 
(rf some astronomical tables, entitled Zlji-lbliksbibf," and 
the French have lately repablished and truislsted an Arabic 
Treatise of his on Algebra. 

Theae sererer Studies, and his Terses, which, tlioagh h^ 
pQy iewer then soy Persian Poet's, and, though peihapa 
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fiigitiTel;' eompond, ttie Bemlt of bo fiigitira BmotiaD or 
noagbt, Bre probably tbe Woi^ ud JBrent ot bia Lif^ 
teanng little dae to record. Ferb^ be liked a little Farm* 
log too, 10 often as he speaks of tbe "Edge of the Tilth" 
on which he loved to rest mth bis Diw&a of T«te, his Loaf 
—and his Wiue. 

" His Takhalliu w poetical name (KhajyAm) oigmSea a 
Tent-maker, and he is said to have at one time exerciBed 
that trade, perhaps before Hisfai-al-Mulk's generosity raised 
him to independence, hfany Fenian poets similarly derire 
their names from tbnr occupations ; thns ve hate Attir, " » 
druggist," Assar, " an oil preaser," Ao. (Thongh all these, 
like oar Smiths, Archers, Uillen, Iletchers, Ac. may simply 
retain tbe Simame of an het«ditary calling.) " Omar him- 
s^ allndea to bis name in the following whimsical lines i— 

' Khajjim, wlio mtebed tha Uab cf •deooe, 
Bu fitHea In grieTt fimuM and bees mddeal; b*ini«d j 
neiheanafFUeliare cat tha tantropeiof Uf Uft^ 
And ih« bnik«r nf Bop« hu lolii lum tot notUng V 

" We hare only one m<we anecdote to gin of bis Life, and 
tbat rehitea to the close ; related in tbe anonymous pre&m 
which is sometimes prefixed to his poems; it haa been printed 
in the Persiui in the appendix to Hyde's Veterum Pertarum 
Salvia, p. 499 ; and D'Herbelot alludes to it in his Biblitv 
tb^ue, under Kkiam : — * 

* Thongh ItittribotM theiloiytoaKhUni, " Philcuophe Untolmaa 
qni a Tico eo Odrar de SsiiUstf d«M k Fin do premier el le CommeDW 
meot dn Mcood Sicle," no part of which, except lh«''niiliMpb«k"un 
■IfJr to nr EhsjTfHi, who, howsrsr, may ckin the Slotj as tfi^Qn the 
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' It u written in the chioiuolei of the uiciaiti that tiiii 
' King of the Wue, Onur Khxyjian, died it Niiihipur in 

* the jmr of the Hegin, 617 (A.I). 1123) ; in ecimce he wu 
' nnrivBUed, —the jwj psngon of his tge. Khwj^ Nizimi 
' of Samuomd, who wu one of biB pnpila. relatea the follow- 
' ing Ktory : ' I often oied to hold conTeraatione with my 
' teacher, Omar Ehsyyim, in a garden ; uid <me day he said 
' to me, ' mj tomb shall be in a apot, where the north wind 
' may scatter roaea over it.' I wondered at the worda he 
' ipake, but I knew that hia were no idle words. Tearaafber, 

* when I ohanoed to reviait NaiahApnr, I went to hia final 

* zeating place, and lol it waa just ontnde a garden, and treee 

* laden with fruit ibetohed their bongha oyer the gardca 
' wall, and dropped their flowers npoD hia tomb, ao aa the 
' atone was hidden under tbwn.' " 

Thua fiff — without fear of Treapaaa — from the CUoutta 
Beriew. 

Though the Saltan " ahowei'd FaTonra npon him," Omar'a 
Epicurean Aadadty of Thought and Speech caused him to 
be regarded askance in his own Time and Oountiy. He ia 
aaid to have been especially hated and dreaded by the Sdfis, 
whose Practice he ridiculed, and whose Faith amounts to 
little more than his own when stript of the Mysticism as J 
fimnal Compliment to Mamism which Omar would not 
hide under. Their Poets, including Si&%, who are (witii 

Smk of BvUi7<l, TT sad TS of the pnMnt TenSon. Th« BsihueM 
tt llw Wordi, aecoriing to lyHcrbelot, ccmriited in Mug w c^ 
lioMd to those in the Koria : "Ho Uin knowi wh«n be ihBll 
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the exception of Firdfisi) the most cimiiilenble in Feraa. 
borrowed Urgelj-, indeed, of Omar's materul, but tnnung 
it to a myatical TTh mora couTenient to IltemnlTea 
and the People tfaey oddnaa'd; » Pec^ quite u qoick 
of Doubt as of Belief I quite as keen oftheBodilj Senses as 
oftheXotellectnali and delighting in a cloudy Element ootn- 
ponnded of all, in which they oonld float luxuriouBly between 
Hearen and Earth, and this World and the Next, on the wings 
of a poetical expraniOD, that could be redted indiiTerent]; 
whether at the Mosque or the Tarem. Omar was too 
honest of Heart as well as of Head for this. Having ftiled 
(however misUkenlj) of finding any Prondeooe but Destiny, 
and any World but This, he set about making the most <^ it ; 
preferring rather to soothe the Soul through the Senses into 
Acquiescence with Things as they were, than to perplex it 
with Tain mortifications after what they migU ha. It has 
been seen that his Woridly Desires, bowerer, were not ezor* 
bitant ; and he Tety likely takes a humourous pleaaun in 
exaggerating them above that Intellect in wh<»e exercise be 
roust have found great pleasure, though not in a Theological 
direction. However this msy be, bis Worldly Pleasures are 
what they pnd'ess to be without any Fret«nce at divine AHe. 
gory: bis Wine is the veritable Jnice of the Orape: bis 
Tavern, where it wss to be had : his B£ki, the Flesh and 
Blood that poured it out for him : all which, and where the 
Boses were in Bloom, was sll he profess'd to want of this 
World or to expect (^ Psradise. 

The Hsthematic Faculty, too, which regulated hia Fansy, 
and condensed his Verse to a Quality uid Quantity un- 
known in Persian, perhaps in Oriental, Poetry, bdp'd 
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ij Hm lerj Tirtne peilispi to rander him leat pt^nilw with 
hii conabTiDea. If the Gieeka were CbQdien in GoMp, 
what doea FenMa lotentara mvgiy but a Seeond CkQdiaiM— 
ot GuTolitj P And oertainly if no «Mi^wMatrie Qnek ma 
to rater Plato'a Bduwl <^ FbiloBopliy, no bo unchaatiaed a 
Fenian ihoold enter on the Bace of Peiaian Toia^ witii ita 
" &tal Facility " d mnniog <m long after Thought ia winded I 
Bat Omar waa not only the aingle Mstbranatieian <tf hia 
Ooontry'i Foeta; he Itraa alao of that older Time and atontor 
Temper, be&re the natira Sonl of Fersia waa quit ) broke by 
a £neign Creed aa weD as fordgn Conqneat. Like hia gnat 
Fndeceaeor Firdfiai, who waa aa little of a Slj/tties who 
Homed to nae erm a IFbnfof the TetyUngnagein which Uie 
"Sew Faith came clothed j and who wu nupected, not fA 
Omat*B Irreligion indeed, bnt of aecretly clinging to the 
ancient Fire-Bdigion of Zerdoabt, o^ whioh so many of the 
£ingB he sang were Woi^ppers. 

For whatererBeason, howerer, Omar, aa before said, haa 
nerer been popnlor in his own Country, uid therefore haa 
been bnt ohatdly tmnamitted abroad. The MSS. of his 
Foemiy mutilated beyond the average Oaaoaltaea of Oriental 
Transoription« are so rare in the Bast aa acarce to have 
reacht Weatward at all, in apiteof all that Arms and Science 
bafe brought ns. There is none at the India Honse, none 
at the BibliothAque ImperiiUe of Faris . We know but of one 
iaBnglandt No. 140 of the Oueeley MSS. at the Bodleian, 
wiitten at Shiiaz, xo. 1460. Thia contains but 168 Bo- 
b&iy^ One in the Asiatic Society's Library of Calcutta, 
(of which we have a Copy) contains (and yet incomplete) 
016, though swelled to that by all kinds of Bepetition and 
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Corruption. So Ton Hammer speaks of Am Copy u oontun- 
ins Bboot 900, while Dr. Sprenger catalt^ues tiie Ladmow 
MS. at double that Number. The Scribes, too, of the Oxford 
and Calcutta MSS. aeem to do their Wwk onder a sort of 
Protest ; each beginning with a Tetraatidi (whether gennine 
or not) taken out of ita alphabetic order ; the Oxford wiA 
one of Apology ; the Calcutta witJt one of Execration too 
stupid for Omar's, erea had Omar been stupid enough to 
execrate himself.* 

The Ben'ewer, who translates the forcing Particulars of 
Omar's Life, and some (^his Yeree into Prose, ponoludee 
bycomparing him with Lucretins,botli in natural Temper and 
Qenins, and as acted upon by the Ciroumstancea in which he 
liTcd. Bot^ indeed men of subtle Intellect and high Imagi- 
nation, instmo''ed in Learning beyond th^ day, and of Hearts 
passionate for Truth and Justice ; who jostly revolted from 
their Country's &lse Ueligion, and false, or foolish, Derotion 
to it i but who yet fell short of replamng what they subrerted 
byany such better Scjie aa othera,apon whom no better Faitk 
had dawned, had yet made a Law to themaelves. Lncretins, 
indeed, with such material aa Epicnros Aunished, consoled 
himself with the construction of a Machine that needed no 
Constructor, and acting by a Law that implied no Ziawgiver j 
and so composing himself into a Stoical rather than Epicu- 
rean sererity of Attitude, sat down to contemplate the m^ 
chanical Drama of the UniTerse of vhich he was part Actor { 

* ''Knoellii«F«jMrinuimt(eii'(Bddt the Bnievar ink note] "«• 
tMTaiiifltirilltaCap7ofaTS7iv«Sdition,piiiitedstCaleattafn ISSC 
Thi* conUini 438 Tetnwlkhi, with an Apptndbc canaining H otbcn 
DOt fimnd ia «onieH&&'' 
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JKtMsMJtf J fluni; im wn Gonw aad ''-— ™t -idA a ka^ 
^Mt itAv Ciw fBOMEBl fiuin ariutdi liar iiwiiirniiiil t,Timiii 
iM^Mmvtf teanwali m^. ii"»ii1ifii|,1iii !■■■■ ii Hm ■■■■! 
ffri[iiir''Tr. rai'j •• - r Y liii liliiiiiglili 1j t i l Mii 'n. l i 1 

«u4 Ivwtv n^, M to »d(* mA Stmtm m tkr ffifflm"^ rm- 

r-^-r- r -r.'^ - - — - — "- "^ 



Itaa wImb Aa Mifa ritn i» be iimT 

W'Mi ftvi to tlie preanit TVtD»Ution. The originsl 
Uubi«/it (w, uiMbg M Anbic Guttural, ttme IPUrmttid^ 
Bn iiuiro miuiollf edW), are independent Stanzas, eon- 
»iMl\n§ Mcli of Amu- LitiM of «qtial, thoufjji niied, Pmaodj, 
•oiiuftiinM all rhyming, but oftener (as here attempted) 
tha third tin* luipniding tlw Cadntoe by wbieh the last 
aUmM with tb« former Two. Somethin; «• in the Oreek 
AInio, whore tho third tine Memi to lift and auspend tiie 
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Wrnn Uwt lills orcr in the last As osnil witb md kind <t 
Oriental Vmo, the Rubujit follow one another aeeotding 
to A^rfiabetie BhTine—* itmiga Farrago of Grare and Oaf. 
Thoae here iclectod are ftmig into Bonething of an Sologoe^ 
with periiapa a leaa than eqoal y opwtion of the " Drink and 
make-merry," whidi (gemnne or not) reeart onr-bt^puaStj 
in the Oii^naL Vm Ziocretiaa aa Omai'i GeniiH ni(^ it, 
he croi^d that daitor Mood witti much at (Mrrar deBawnKn 
Hmnour. An; w^, the Baanlt ia Hd enoogfa ; Hiddeatpar- 
hapa when Boat oatentatiooalj- merry : aD^ way, fltfar to 
more Sorrow than Anger toward tiie old Tentmakai; whot 
after tbiiJj endea*onring to ""^'■AU hia Stepe bam Dea- 
tinjr, and to eateh aome au t h a nti e Oliinpae of Tokobbov, 
feO bat^ iqxMi Tobax (which hai ont-larted ao manj To- 
BSMTOws !) aa the (mly Oroond be got to atand upon, how^ 
erar moneataril}- atipping from under hie Feet. 
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OF 

OMAR KHAYYIm of NAISHiptR. 



AwAKB t for MonuBg jn the Bowl of Night 

Hm flung the Stone that pats the Stan to Flight :> 

And Lo ! the Hunter of the East haa caught 
The Sultltn'B Turret in a Noose of Light. 



Dreaming when Dawn's Left Hand was in the Sky * 
I heard a Voice within the Tavern cry, 

"Awake, my Little ones, and fill the Cop 
" Before Idfe^a Liquor in its Cop be dry." 



And, aa the Cock crew, those who stood htf<n« 
The Tavern shouted — " Open tiien the Door ! 

" Yon know how little while we have to stay, 
" And, once departed, may return no more.'' 
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Nov the New Yen' revinng old Denretj 
The thoaghtfol Sool to Solitode retirei. 

Where the Wam Hakd or Mobu on the Boagh 
PaU oat/ and Jetoi from the Groand coapiree. 



Ii6m indeed u gone with all its Bom,' 

And Jaouhyd'a Ser'n-riog'd Cap where no one luiowi • 

Bnt itiU the Vine her atuoent Baby jielda. 
And itill a Garden hj the Water blows. 



And David'* Ltp« are lodi't ; bat in divine 

High pi^ng F^hleri," with "Wine I Wine I Wine I 

" Ittd Wine 1" — the Nightingale criea to the Bow 
That yellow Cheek ^ of her'a to'incamadine. 



Come, fill the Cap, and in the Fire of Sping 
Tike Winter Oanuent of Bepentanoe fling : 

The Bird of Time has bnt a little way 
To fly— and Lo I the Bird ia on the Wing. 

Tilt. 

And lode — a tfaoautnd BIohoou with the Day 
Woke—and a thoauud aoatter'd into Clay. : 

And thii firvt Snomier Month that bringt the Boae 
Shall take Januhyd and EaikoUid away. 
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Bat come with old Kha776m> and IwTe tike Lot 
Of Kukob&d end Kaikhonli forgot : 

Let Biutiun Ii^ about him u he will,* 
Or Hitim Tki ory Bapper — ^heed them not. 



'With me along some Strip of Herbage ttrown 
That jtut dinde* the deaert &om the sown. 

Where name of Slare and Sultan acarce ia known, 
And jity Snltin M&hmiid on his Thione. 



Here with a Loaf of Bread beneath the Bongh, 
A, Flask of Wine, a Book of Verse— and lloa 

Beside me singing in the Wildenwss — 
And Wilderness is Paradise enow. 



" How sweet is mortal Sorraiit^ 1" — ^think some : 
Others — " How blest die ]^ndise to eome t" 

Ah, take the Cash in hand and ware the Best j 
Oh, the brave Music of a dittaxl Dram ! * 



Look to the Rose that blows abont na — " Tjo, 
" Langhing," she says, " into the World I blow : 

"At once the silken Tssael of my Parse 
"Tear, anditsTreasore^on the Garden throw.'* 
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R1TMITAT OF 



The Woridl^ Hope men aet their Hearta upon 
Tunu Ashea — or it proapen ; and anon, 

Like SnoT npon tlie Deserf a dnaty Face 
Lightniiig a little Hour or two— ia gone. 



And thoae tIio hoabanded the (Golden Grain, 
And thoae vho flnng it to the Winda like BatUj 

Alike to no such aureate Earth are tom'd 
Aa, buried once. Men iraot dog np again. 

m. 

Think, in this batter'd CaraTanaerai 

'Whoee Doorways are alternate Night and Day, 

How Sult&n after Snitan with hia Pomp 
Abode hia Hoar or two, and went bia way. 

xni. 
They aay the Lion and the locard keep 
The Coorta where Jamahyd gloried and drank deep : " 

And Bahr£m, that great Hunter — ^the Wild Aaa 
Stampa o'er hia Head, and he Ilea fast asleep. 

XVIII. 

I Bometimea think that never blowa ao red 
The Roae aa where aome buried Cteaar bled ; 

That erery Hyacinth the Garden wears 
Dropt in its Lap from aome once lovely Head. 
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OlUB EHATTaM op KUBHApdB. 



And this deUghtfiil Heorb ▼hoae tender Green 
Fledgea the Biver*! lip on which ire lean — 

Ah, lean apon it lightly I for irho knows 
From what once lontty lip it ■pringa onnen I 



Ah, my Belor^ fill the Cop that dean 
To-DAT of past Regrets and futon Fears — 

Tb-Morrow t — ^Why, To-morrow I may be 
Myidf with Yesterday's Sev'n Thoasaad Years » 



Lo ! some we Wed, the loveliest and best 
That lime and Fate of all their Vintage prest. 

Have dnmk their Cop a Bound or two before, 
And one by one crept nlently to Best. 



And we, that now make meny in the Boc«n 
They left, and Summer dresses in new Bloom, 

Onrselves must we beneath the Couch of Earth 
Descend, ourselTes to make a Couch — ^for whom ? 



Ah, make the most of what we yet may spend. 
Before we too into the Bust descend ; 

Duit intc Dust, and under Dust, to lie^ 
Sana Wine, sans Song, sans Singer, and — sans End I 
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BVBAITAT OF 



Alike for tliOM who for To-dat prepare. 
And thoae that after a To^mokbow ataze, 

A Maezsfn from tlie Tower of Darkneaa cries 
" Foola ! your Reward ii neither Here nor Thwe !" 



Why, all the Suntt and Ssgei who dueoM^d 
Of the Two Worldi lo learnedly, are thnut 

Like fooliah Prophets forth ; their Words to Scorn 
Are Bcatter'd, and thwr Mentha are stopt with Dust. 



Oh, come with old EhaTy&m, and leave the Wise 
To talk ; one thing ii certain, that Lifie flies ; 
One thing ia oertun, and the B«st is Idea j 
The flower that once has blown for ereor diea. 



Myself when yonng did eagerly fteqnent 
Doctor and Baint, and heard great Argument 

Ahont it and about : bnt erennore 
Came out by the same Door aa in I went. 

ZXVIII. 

With them the Seed of %Visdom did I sow, 
And with my own hand laboor'd it to grow : 

And Ihia was all the Harreat thai I reaped — 
" 1 came like Water, and like Wind I go." 
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OHIR EHATYAH OF If AIBBAFUB. 



Into this UiuT«rH> and why not knowing, 
Nor wiaet, like Water willjr-nilly flowing: 
Andont (rfit,aa Wind along the Waete, 
I know not wiitktr, wiOj-mUj Uowing. 



Wha^ without aaking, hither hnniedwAwv/ 
Andj withoat asking, wkitier humed henoe I 

Another and another Cnp to drown 
The Memory of thii Impertinenoe I 



Up from Eartb'i Centre through the Seventh Gate 
I row, and on the Throne of Satom •ate," 
And many Knota nnnmil'd by the Boad; 
Bat not the Knot at Human Death and Vuta, 

zxxn. 
There wu a Door to which I found no K^ : 
There wu ft Veil paat which I oould not aee : 

Some little Talk awhile of Mi and Thu 
There aeemed — and then no more of This and Ma.^* 



Then to the rdiUng Heaven itseff I cried, 
Aflking, " What I«mp bad Deatiny to gnide 

" Her little Children atnmbling in the Dark ?" 
And — " A blind Undentanding I" Heaven repHed. 
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10 bdbIitIt of 

XUT. 

Tba naghtj ttahm^i, tha nctoriou hoed, 
"Huit all the mUbelienng ud black Horded 
Of Fun and Somnra that infMt the Soul 
Soatten aod ilajni with hu enchanted Swoid. 

XLT. 

But leave the Wiae to wxan^e, and with me 
The Qoarrel of the TTnirezw let be : 

And, in aome oomer of the Hnbbab concht. 
Make Oame of that which makes aa mnoh of Thee. 

ILTI. 

For in and oat, abore^ abont, htiom, 
"Dm nothing bat a Magic Shadow-ihow, 

Play'd in a Box whose Candle is the Son, 
Bound which we Phantom Figures come and go." 

nvii. 
And if the Wine yon drink, the Lip you press, ^^ 
Find in the Nothing all lUnga end in— Yes- 
Then lan^ while Thoa art. Thou art but what 
Thou ahalt be— Nothing— Thou shalt not be less. 



VHiile the Biose blows along the Biver Brink, 
With old Khayyim the Bnby Vintage drink : 

And when the Angel witii his darker Draught 
Draws np to Diee — take that, and do not shrink. 
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OUAB EHATYAH OF NAIgeXpfia. 
ZUZ. 

'lis bU a Cheqaer-board of Nights and Da^ 
Where Destiny vitli Men for I^eces plays : 

Hither aad thither moTes, and matesj and iHmj*, 
And one by one back in the Cloeet hys. 

L. 

The Ball no Qneatioa makes of Ayea and Noes, 
But Bight or Left as strikes the Player goes; 

And He that tosa'd Thee down into the Field, 
He knows about it all — Hb knows — HE knows I ■" 



The Moving Finger writes ; and, baring writ. 
Moves on : nor all thy Fie^ nor Wit 

Shall lore it back to cancel half a line. 
Nor all thy Tears wash ont a Word of it. 



And that inverted Bowl we call The Sky, 
Wbereonder crawling coop't we lire and die. 

Lift not thy bands to 2t for help — fbr It 
Rolls impotently on as Thoa or I. 

LIII. 

With Earth's first Clay They did the Last Man's knead, 
And then of the Last Harvest sow'd the Seed : 

Yea, the first Morning of Creation wrote 
What the Last Dawn <tf Beckoning shall read. 
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I tdl Hue thi»— When, ■tntbig Eroa die Q<m1. 
Over ^ shonlden of the flmmiy RmI 

Of H«*t'ii Auvfu and Mmhtan liicj flimg;, ■* 
In mj j^eimtii^A Flot (rf Dnat and Sool 



llie'ViBelttditnickaKlne; wbick iboat 
If dingi mj' Being— let the S<ifi float ; 

Otmj Bue Metal m^be filed a Kef, 
That ihallimloa the Door he howb Tithoiit. 



And this I IcDov: whether the me True Tjgfa^ 
Kindle to Lore, or Wnthoonsame me quite. 

One Gfimpae cfUwiHaa the IVem oang^ 
Better than in the Traople loat outri^t 

Oh Hum, who didat widi FitMl andwilL Gin 
Beaet iba VamA I waa to wander in, 
Thoa wilt not with Fndertinatiom lonnd 
ii me, and impote my Fall to Sin 7 



Oh, Then, who Han of baaer Ea>th didit make, 
And who with Eden didat deviae the Snake; 

For an the Sin iHierewiUi the Tvx of Man 
la bladwn'd, Man'a Forginneas gin — and take < 
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KUZA-NAMA. 



lastea again. One Erening at the Ckae 

Of Hamaifeii, ere tlie better Hoon aroM, 

In that old Fotter't Sht^ I atood akme 

With the day Population rooud in Bowa. 

LX. 

And, atrange to USit among that Earthen Lot 
Some conld azticnlat^ -while odten not : 

And ntddenly cme more impatient cried— 
" Who u the Potter, pray, and who the Pot ?" 



Then aaid another — " SnrelT' not in Tain 

" Mj- Sobatanee from the common Earth ma ta'en, 

" That He who ntbtly wrought me into Shape 
*' Shonld Btamp me back to common Earth again." 



Another aaid — " Why, ne'er a peeriA B07, 

** Would loeak the Bowl from vhich he drank in J07; 

" Shall He tiiat made the Yeaael in pure Lore 
" And Fanif, in an after Bage destroy t" ^ 
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LZITI. 

None imawer'd this ; but after Silence spake 
A Vessel of a more tingauily Make : • 

" They aneer at me for leaning all awry ; 
" What 1 did the Hand then of the Potter shake ?'' 



Stud one — " Folks of a surly Tapster tell, 

" And danb his Visage with the Smoke of Hell ; 

" They talk of aome strict Testing of ns— Fish ! 
" He's a Good Fellow, and 'twill all be well." 



Then said another with a long-drawn Sigh, 
" My Clay with long oblivion is gone diy : 

" Bat, 6)1 me with the old familiar Juice, 
" Methioks I might recover by-and-bye I" 



So while the Vessels one I^ one were speaking, 
One spied the little Crescent all were seeking : 

And then they jogg'd each other, " Brother ! Brother I 
" Hark to the Porter's Shonlder-knot a-creaking !" 
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OMAa XBATtIu of KAISHiPtfE. 
LZTU. 

Ah, with the Qrape mj fading Zjife provide, 
And msh my Body whence the Life haa died, 
And in a Windingabeet of Vine-leaf wrapt. 
So bury me by some sweet Qaiden-nde. 



lliat ev*D my boned Ashes such a Snare 
Of Peribme shall fling np into the Air, 

As not a Trae Believer paasing by 
Bnt shall be OTertaken onaware. 



Indeed the Idola I have lored so long 

Have done my Credit in Men's Eye much wrong : 

Have drown'd my Hononr in a diallow Cup, 
And sold my Beputation for a Song. 

Indeed, indeed, Repentanoe oft before 
I swore— bnt was I sober when I swore? 

And then and then cane Spring, and Rose-in-li 
My tbread-bare Penitence apieces tore. 



And mnch aa Wine has play'd the Infidel, 
And robh'd me of my Robe of Hononr — well, 

I often wonder what the Vintners bny 
One half so precions as the Goods tbey sell. 
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uxn. 

jUmv tfaK ffrfH A«d< vmU wiA Oe Bom I 
Tbi« TotOr* mm t t t m ti 4 IfanKript dwald doe 
Tbfl KifhtiD^ Art ia te Bfsneke* Moc 



All Lof* I «mld tboB nd I wiA Vrte eowfuv 
To fnqr Aii Mny Sdwaw oi Tbiagt osttn^ 
Woold not we abaUm ii to bite— nd than 
IU4WQld it nenwr to (bo Hettf • Dnze I 



Ah| Moon of m^ Ddi^t vbo iaurw'tt no iraae, 
Tbt Moon of HMr'n ii zinng moe ■gdn : 

Uow oft bereifter risBg dull ilie look 
Tbroogb tUt Mnu Garden ifter me— in Tain 1 

LZZT. 

And when TbyMlf with ihiniiig Foot diall pHi 
Amonf the Onerti Ster-watter'd cm the Ornmt 

And in thj Ji^ooi Eiraad naeh the Spot 
Wbm I made one— ttini down an empty Qlan I 



tahIm ieud. 
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NOTES. 



1 Flinging a Stone into the Cup wu tiie ffign«l tor " To 
HoTW I" in the Deeert. 

' I1ui''JWm item,-" iSTmU* JtUnB, a tnuuient Light 
on the Horaon about an hoar befinv the 8tMi lidkik, or 
True DavB i a weQ known Fhenomeoon in the &at. !I%e 
Fersiani call the Uoniing Oraj, orDaak, " Wo^tmd-SiMp- 
WJuU." " Almost at oddi with, which i> which." 

* Sew TewF. Beginning with tiie Yenul Equinox, it 
must be nDwnbemd; and (howeoerer the old Boiar Tear ui 
practically aupeneded by the dunuj Lmur Tear that datea 
from the Mohammedan Hijra) atill oommem(aated by a 
FeatiTsl that la Baid to hare been appointed by the Tery 
Jamahyd whom Omar bo otiea talka of, asd whoee yearly 
Calendar he helped to rectify. 

" The endden approach and rajnd advanee of the Spring," 
(aays a late TrtTeller in Feraia) " are very asking. Before 
the Snow ia well off the Chvnnd, the Treee bunt into Bloa- 
eom, and the flowera start &om the BoiL At J/ew Boom 
(tknr New Year's Day) the Snow waa lying in patches on 
the HiUa and in Gm shaded Yalties, while the FroitHroes in 
the Garden wen budding beaatifiiUy, and grecu Hants and 
Flowoa springing upon the Flains on erery aide— 

' And on old Hjrem'i CUn tad ley Crawa 

* An odnnm Chi^at of fmet Bmnmtr bad* 

■ Ii, u in mocka?, tst— '— 
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Among the Fknis newlj sppeu'd I reoogmted ■ome dd 
AoqiwuitanOM Z bid not Men for muy a Tear :amca)g these, 
two Twietiee of tiie Thictle ; a coarse spedes of the Dnuy, 
like the Horse-gowan; red and irhtt« Clorer ; the Dock ; the 
bine Corn-flower ; and that Tolgar Herb the Dandelion rear> 
iog its yellow crest on the Banks of the Wateroourses." The 
Nightingale was not yet heard, for the Bose was not 
yet blown : biit sn almost identical Blackbird and Woud- 
pecker helped to make op something of a North-conatry 
Spring. 

* Bxodos IT. 6 i where Uoses draws tbrth his Hand — not, 
according to the Persiana, " hprotu at &iom>,"— but tokite as 
our May-Blossom in Spring perhaps I According to them 
also the Healing Power of Jestu resided in his Brestb. 

* bim, planted by King Sohedad, and now sunk some- 
wbere in the Sands of Arabia. Jamshyd's SeTen-ring'd Cup 
was typical of the Seven HeaTens, 7 Planets, 7 Seas, Ac. 
and was a Dipinmg Oup. 

* FiUm, the <dd Heroic Saiuhit of Persia. Hifli also 
speaka of the Nightingale's FiUevi, which did not change 
with the People's. 

T I am not sure if this refers to the Bed Bose looking 
dckly, or the Yellow Bose that on^t to be Bed ; Bed, 
"White, and Tellow Boaes all ooaunon in Persia. 

* Bostum, the ** Heranles" of Persia, whose exploits are 
among the moat oelebiated in the Shah-^iima. Hitam Tai, 
a well-known Type of Oriental Oenerosity. 

* A Drum — beaten outside a Pslace. 
» That is, the Bose's Golden Caitre. 



Digitizer by Google 



Kona. 19 

'* Penepolia : call'd also 2UAf't Jamthj/d—Tat Tbsovx 
or Jahsbid, " Kilif-Splendid" of the mytliical Paetltdddian 
Djtuflty, and BQpposed (with Shah-nima Authori^} to 
hare been founded and built by him, though othera refer it 
to the Work of the Qenie King, Jia Ibn Jann, irho alao 
built the Fyramida before the time of Adam. It !■ alao 
caUed OkM-minar—Forty-eoliuiM! which ia Peniaii, pro* 
babljr, for Oolumn-e(mntU$i ; the Hall they adOToed or 
■upportod with their Lotua Baae and taurine Capital 
indicating double that Number, though now counted down 
to leaa than half I7 Barth^uake and other Inroad. Bj 
wfaomaoerer built, ooqaeetionablf tbe Monoment of a long 
eztingmahed Dynaaty and Hythologr ; its Halls, Cfaambera 
tad Qallniea, inacribed with Arrow-head Charaeten, and 
BCnlptured with ooloeaal, wing'd, half human Figurea like 
tboae ot Ifimroud ; Frooeariona of Prieita and Wairiora 
— (doubtfbl if anjr where a Woman) — and Einga ntting mi 
Thronea or in Chariota, Staffer Lotna-flower in hand, and Q» 
Rtvoia^SjmbcA of Edatence— with his wing'd CHobe, 
common alao to Aaajria and iEgypt— orer their heada. AH 
thia, together with Aqueduct and Ciatem, and other Aj^uis 
tenance of a "Rajtl Palace, upon a Terrace-platform, ascended 
hj a doable Flight of Staira that may be gallop'd up, and 
cot out of aod into the Bock-aide of the Zoh'i SiAmef, 
JUnHttaut <tf 2&rejf, where the old Fire-wonhiping Bore- 
teigna are buried, and oreilooking the Plain of Msrdaaht. 

Fernana, like aome other People, it aeema, lore to 
write their own TSaxaat, with aometimea a Tcree or two, on 
(beir Country'a MtHtomenta. Ur. Binning (from iriioee 
aenstble Trarela tbe foregoing Aooouat ia mainly eondena't) 
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to MOTxa. 

fouod Hvenl sncli in Psnepolii j ia oa6 FlaM ft floe line 
of £U&E : in another " an original, no doubt," he aays, " by 
no great Poet," bowerer "right in his Sentimmt." The 
Words sonlehow looked to na, and the "halting metre" 
soQniied, &miUar ; and on looking back at last among the 
600 Sabi/iAt of the Calcutta Omar Ka.—tktr$ it ia i old 
Omar quoted bj ma of his Counbjmen, and herv turned 
Into haa^ Bhyme, at any nte — 

"Thii Pklace (hat iti Top to Hmtm thrmr. 

And Sing! their Fonhead on Iti llirMludd dnw— 
I MW ft Siag-iatt nttini there tioat, 

Aad > Coo, Coo, Coo,' ihe cried. Mid ' Coo, Coo, Coo." 

So as it BoemB the Persian speaks the English Bing-dore'a 
JPMwi, whidi ia also artiouUte Persian for " Where P" 

BabbIk Gus— J9aAf^» iff the Wild Am, from his Fame 
in banting it — a Saasanian Sorenign, had also hta Seren 
Uastlee (like the King of Bohemia!) each of a differentColour; 
each with a Bo;al Miatieaa within aide ; each of whom 
noounta to Babrim a Bomsnce, according to one of the 
moat ftotouB Poems of Ptovia, written bj Amir Khoaraw : 
these Serena also figuring (according to Eaatem Mjraticism) 
the Seven HeaTena. and periiapa.the Book itself that 
Eightii, into whioh the mjstioal Seven tianscoid, and 
within whioh they rerolTe. The Bains of Three of these 
Towers are jet shown bj the FeasBntrj- ■, as also the Swamp 
in which Bahiim aonk, like the Master of BaTcnawood, 
while pursuing his Oit. 

" A Thousand Tears to each Fhuet. 

>■ Satam, Lord of the Seventh Heaven. 

1* A Lftugh at his Matbenutica periiaps. 
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